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Owing to the rise of the Persian empire, the inland com-
merce of western Asia was somewhat shifted during the period
from the sixth to the fourth century B. C The old routes of
traffic passing through countries controlled by the Persians were
not only kept in good condition but extensions were also made.
These old highways of transcontinental commerce underwent
further changes at the time of the Greek conquests under
Alexander the Great at the close of the fourth century B. C.
Still greater, however, were the changes brought about by the
migration of nations during the fourth and fifth centuries of the
Christian era. Wars and other disturbances of the commercial
intercourse along the old caravan routes frequently restricted
traffic to the rivers and seas. Upon the re-establishment of
peace, however, commerce always seems to have found its way
back to the traditional caravan routes.

In the course of time, however, and especially during the
sixth and seventh centuries still other changes took place. Thus,
e. g. the products of the Chinese and Indian coast districts and
of the Indian islands were brought in part by ship over the Bay
of Bengal and by way of Ceylon to the commercial centres of
the Persian gulf and the Red sea. From these they were
distributed by coast-wise trade, by river navigation up the Tigris
and Euphrates, or by caravans to the north and west. From the
more northern Chinese and Indian districts the caravans passed
through the present East-Turkestan following the older routes
mentioned on p. 8 and 9 through the countries of the Oxus to
the Araxes. The goods, instead of being carried by river to
Phasis and the Black sea, were taken as far as Artaxata and
then by caravan through Persia to the ports of Asia Minor. The
old route from Kandahar along the northern border of the Iranian
plateau, which likewise led through Persian territory, was also
followed by caravans.

During the reign of the East Roman emperor Justinian, in
the sixth century, when the world empire of the Romans was
broken up by the migration of nations, Persia experienced a new
rise to power under the Sassanidae. The Persians ruled the
entire territory from the Caspian to the Arabian seas and from
Afghanistan of to-day to Syria and Armenia. They improved
the old high-ways and caravansaries, kept them in repair and